
The LAST time they closed 
the Houghton County Jail
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The Houghton County Courthouse was dedicated July 28, 1887; it contained the jail. 

In July 1960 the Circuit Court ordered the jail closed within seven months due to 

• lack of fire protection and escape routes, 
• lack of segregation of prisoners with different criminal offenses,
•  inadequate female facilities and 
• insufficient ventilation.

Two millage votes were held, both of which failed (Nov. 8, 1960, and Jan. 16, 1961)

The jail closed on Feb. 20, 1961, necessitating transfer of all prisoners to 
Marquette and Baraga, and incurring for the county exorbitant costs for housing 
and processing of prisoners.

This situation only resolved when a millage for the current jail passed on Aug. 7, 
1962, with the jail opening in 1963.

History 
(ancient)
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DMG 1960-July-11 Jail closure
“Unfit for use”



DMG 1960 July 13 pg2 
Millage being sought



DMG 1960 July 19
Added Tax sought



DMG 1960 Nov 03 millage described
1 mill



DMG 1960 Nov 04 
advertisement (pg5) for 
11/8/1960 millage

Shall the tax rate of Houghton 
County, over and above the 
highest rate of taxation now 
effective therein, be increased 
one tenth (1/10) of one percent 
(1%) or one (1) mill upon the 
equalized value of the property in 
Houghton County during each 
one of the years 1961, 1962, 1963, 
1964 and 1965.  The sum of 
money so derived from said 
increased millage shall be 
earmarked and placed in a 
special fund and used solely and 
exclusively by the County of 
Houghton for the purpose of 
erection and construction of a 
new Houghton County jail and for 
no other purpose.



DMG 1960 Nov 09 millage loses (1st try)

Yes  6,389 (46%)
No  7,369 (54%)
Total 13,758



DMG 1961 Jan 12 Sheriff speaks 
to the Calumet-Laurium Rotary

Sheriff Ray Smith of Houghton 
County told the Calumet 
Laurium Rotary Club 
Wednesday noon why the voters 
of Houghton County will be 
asked a second time to vote on 
the proposition for a new jail.

He cited the present conditions 
in the jail and told why the voters 
should consider the proposal 
with thought at the polls 
Monday.



DMG 1961 Jan 12 
Special election Monday



DMG 1961 Jan 13 
Advertisement



DMG 1961 Jan 13 
Jail to meet State’s basic 
requirements



DMG 1961 Jan 14 
Vote NO



DMG 1961 Jan 17:  Vote loses 2nd try
Yes:  2,278 (37%)
No:  3,882 (63%)
Total: 6,160



DMG 1962 Aug 3
Special election



DMG 1961 August 3 
Cheapest Way Out



DMG 1962 Aug 4 One of many with jail plm



DMG 1962 Aug 8 millage 
finally passes on 3rd Try

Yes  3,443 (56%)
No  2,688 (44%)
Total: 6131



DMG 1962 Aug 8 millage Finally passes on 3rd Try

Yes  3,443 (56%)
No  2,688 (44%)
Total: 6131

DMG 1961 Jan 17:  Vote loses 2nd try
Yes:  2,278 (37%)
No:  3,882 (63%)
Total: 6,160

DMG 1960 Nov 09 millage loses 1st try

Yes  6,389 (46%)
No  7,369 (54%)
Total 13,758

The jail closed on Feb. 20, 1961 necessitating transfer of all prisoners to Marquette and 
Baraga, and incurring for the county exorbitant costs for housing and processing of 
prisoners.



The jail closed on Feb. 20, 1961 

• Transfer of all prisoners to Marquette and Baraga
• Cost of inmate processing
• Costs of inmate housing and board
• Costs of inmate transportation to and from for court 

appearances
• Costs of sheriff’s deputies to accompany prisoners on the 

move
• Loss of service of sheriff’s deputies on transport duty

• Advertisements
• Three millages.

EXTRA COSTS


