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·In late 2009, the Houghton County Commissioners asked 
their Law Enforcement Committee to conduct a study of 
the current county jail and court facilities and recommend 
needed changes, including:

·7ÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ (ÏÕÇÈÔÏÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ 
criminal justice facilities meet current laws and 
regulations?

·If new facilities are needed, what are they and where 
should they be located?

·A committee of citizens and officials from throughout the 
county, assisted by expert consultants, has studied the 
issue and prepared this report.
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·The main Houghton County Jail is nearly 50 years old; 
a jail has been in this neighborhood for the last 120 
years.

·The standards for safe and humane incarceration have 
changed drastically over the years.

·4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÄÅÍÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÏÖÅÒ 
that time and will continue to change over the next 30 
to 50 years.

·Virtually nothing at the jail concerning staff and 
inmate safety, legal affairs, rehabilitation, etc. meet 
current standards and requirements.
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Main Jail 
Problems include:

Lack of visual contact 

and control

Lack of privacy for 

visitors and attorneys

Lack of space for 

activities and 

education

Roof  leaks

Difficulty in 

segregating maximum 

and minimum security 

inmates
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Main Jail 
Problems include:

Inadequate safety 

and security for staff

Frequent plumbing, 

wiring, mechanical 

and HVAC trouble

Lack of adequate fire 

control system

Jail does not provide 

adequate number 

and mix of beds to 

meet current and 

future needs.
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